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Missouri head coach
Gary Pinkel made it
clear Sunday that
the players threaten-
ing to boycott team
activities and games
have his full support.
“The Mizzou family
stands as one. We
are united. We are
behind our players,”
Pinkel said.
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Last week we published a
question by the marketing
director at law firm Chain |
Cohn | Stiles asking what a con-
crete pillar outside his offices
at 18th Street and Chester
Avenue was used for. We had no
clue, and so asked readers what
they knew.

We got a big response: more
than a dozen emails and phone
calls. We received several dif-
ferent answers, leading us to
believe maybe the post has had
more than one use.

But it’s pretty clear what one use
has been given the number of peo-
ple who offered up the answer and
who they are.

“I believe it used to hold a small
USPS letter mailbox,” wrote in
Stephen Montgomery, whom The
Californian frequently taps for
local history.

Five other people answered the
same, including Shirley Prigmore,
who made a special trip downtown
to check out the post before giving
her two cents. (Love that.)

“I looked around and inspected
it,” said Prigmore, who noticed red
and blue markings on the post.
“And I said, ‘A ha! Mailbox.’”

Ed Ariey, a former policeman
whose beat was downtown, gave

What’s that cement post
downtown? Answers abound
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This post
stands out-
side the Chain
| Cohn | Stiles
building at
18th Street
and Chester
Avenue down-
town. Any-
body know
what it is?
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the same answer.
“I can see the mailbox sitting up there,”

said Ariey, who was born and raised in
Bakersfield and turns 80 on Christmas Day.

We got some other interesting answers.
Three people said the post was probably

used back in the day to tie up horses.
“The iron rings buried in the concrete

curbs were used to tie horses up,” reader
Michael McAlister wrote in. “I believe the
short concrete posts were used to tie up a
team of horses that pulled a surrey or
wagon.

“I remember Charlie Dodge and my
dad leaving their horses tied to some
rings on the north side of Brock’s depart-
ment store while they went Christmas
shopping. It sure befuddled the meter
reader! When they found out who Charlie
and my dad were (retired Kern County
sheriff and my dad was on the sheriff’s
posse), they quickly canceled their tickets!
Heh! Heh!”

Others discounted the notion the post
was used to tie up horses.

And then there’s Roger Steelman, a local
architectural design draftsman, who
thought the post was a surveyors boundary
monument “used to locate a point on a lot,
tract or parcel of real property also called a
surveyors bench mark.”

We shouldn’t discount it. Here’s a
description of one type of surveyors mon-
ument on the website eHow.com:

“Stone obelisks are frequently used as
survey monuments. Once set in place, they

are inscribed with the date of placement as
well as the latitude and longitude. If made
of a heavy stone such as granite and left
undisturbed, this type of survey monu-
ment will last for centuries.”

Sure enough, the post at Chester and
18th has “1950” inscribed on it. Was it a
surveyors monument before a mailbox was
affixed to it? Could be. We didn’t see a lati-
tude and longitude inscribed.

Whatever the answer, this was a fun
question and thanks to everyone who
weighed in.

Q: What is the purpose of the large
hole being dug on the southeast cor-
ner of 24th and Oak streets?

— Steve Ramsey

A: The City of Bakersfield is expanding
the capacity of the stormwater retention
basin on the southwest corner of 24th and
Oak, said Public Works Director Nick
Fidler. The expansion will help alleviate
potential flooding within the downtown
area, he said.

Ask TBC appears on Mondays. Submit
questions to asktbc@bakersfield.com or to
The Bakersfield Californian, c/o Christine
Bedell, P.O. Bin 440, Bakersfield, CA 93302.
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“I believe the short
concrete posts were
used to tie up a team
of horses that pulled a
surrey or wagon.
— Michael McAlister




