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Ask TBC

What’s that cement post
downtown? Answers abound

THE BAKERSFIELD CALIFORNIAN

Last week we published a
question by the marketing
director at law firm Chain |
Cohn | Stiles asking what a con-
crete pillar outside his offices
at 18th Street and Chester
Avenue was used for. We had no
clue, and so asked readers what
they knew.

We got a big response: more
than a dozen emails and phone
calls. We received several dif-
ferent answers, leading us to
believe maybe the post has had
more than one use.

But it’s pretty clear what one use
has been given the number of peo-
ple who offered up the answer and
who they are.

“I believe it used to hold a small
USPS letter mailbox,” wrote in
Stephen Montgomery, whom The
Californian frequently taps for
local history.

Five other people answered the
same, including Shirley Prigmore,
who made a special trip downtown
to check out the post before giving
her two cents. (Love that.)

“Ilooked around and inspected
it,” said Prigmore, who noticed red
and blue markings on the post.
“And I said, ‘A ha! Mailbox.””

Ed Ariey, a former policeman
whose beat was downtown, gave

Please see ASK / PAGE 4

What | love about Total Woman is that there is something for every
woman. Whether it's the great classes that are offered from Gravity to
spin, the pool, free weights and more. My kids also love Total Woman
because they have kid care where they can play with others and watch

television. Because they enjoy it so much, it makes it easy for me to get
my workout in. Total woman is a great gym for the entire family!

Try us for

14 DAYS

FREE!

No obligation, no commitment,
no kidding!

5329 Truxtun Ext. 325-0208
9901 Hageman Rd. 588-8931
www.twfitness.com
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Country Living
175025TOCKDALE HWY

$1 500 000

COUNTRY LIVING
ON 2.4 PRIVACY-
GATED ACRES

6210 sq. ft MAIN RESIDENCE plus
2 BDRM DUPLEX GUEST HOUSE
Grand single-story 5 bdrm split-wing floor plan
has huge rooms, tons of buile-ins, 3 fireplaces,
hardwood floors, gorgeous granite kitchen with
every amenity. Enormous windows--amazing
views of beautifully landscaped grounds w/pool,
gazebo, 3-car garage. Large 2-bdrm suite guest
house at back. Perfect for extended family
living! Additional adjacent ac parcels
av:lﬂavu"ghle for your faJiu'Jy mmpr?Li::d, horse
stable, arena, tennis court, more!

Virtual Tours at
www.MaryCRealtor.com
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Get pre-approved* with AltaOne.
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Don’t wait. Apply for
your loan today!
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FREE BAR PACKAGE UPGRADE'*

Make this year’s holiday party the kind of event
that will be talked about at next year’s party.

GET THE PARTY ROLLING -

BOOK TODAY!

SOUTHWEST LANES (661) 834-2695
WESTCHESTER LANES (661) 324-4966
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the same answer.

“I can see the mailbox sitting up there,”
said Ariey, who was born and raised in
Bakersfield and turns 80 on Christmas Day.

We got some other interesting answers.

Three people said the post was probably
used back in the day to tie up horses.

“The iron rings buried in the concrete
curbs were used to tie horses up,” reader
Michael McAlister wrote in. “I believe the
short concrete posts were used to tie up a
team of horses that pulled a surrey or
wagon.

“I remember Charlie Dodge and my
dad leaving their horses tied to some
rings on the north side of Brock’s depart-
ment store while they went Christmas
shopping. It sure befuddled the meter
reader! When they found out who Charlie
and my dad were (retired Kern County
sheriff and my dad was on the sheriff’s
posse), they quickly canceled their tickets!
Heh! Heh!”

Others discounted the notion the post
was used to tie up horses.

And then there’s Roger Steelman, a local
architectural design draftsman, who
thought the post was a surveyors boundary
monument “used to locate a point on a lot,
tract or parcel of real property also called a
surveyors bench mark.”

We shouldn’t discount it. Here’s a
description of one type of surveyors mon-
ument on the website eHow.com:

“Stone obelisks are frequently used as
survey monuments. Once set in place, they
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‘] believe the short
concrete posts were
used to tie up a team
of horses that pulled a

surrey or wagon.
— Michael McAlister

are inscribed with the date of placement as
well as the latitude and longitude. If made
of a heavy stone such as granite and left
undisturbed, this type of survey monu-
ment will last for centuries.”

Sure enough, the post at Chester and
18th has “1950” inscribed on it. Was it a
surveyors monument before a mailbox was
affixed to it? Could be. We didn’t see a lati-
tude and longitude inscribed.

Whatever the answer, this was a fun
question and thanks to everyone who
weighed in.

Q: What is the purpose of the large
hole being dug on the southeast cor-
ner of 24th and Oak streets?

— Steve Ramsey

A: The City of Bakersfield is expanding
the capacity of the stormwater retention
basin on the southwest corner of 24th and
Oak, said Public Works Director Nick
Fidler. The expansion will help alleviate
potential flooding within the downtown
area, he said.

Ask TBC appears on Mondays. Submit
questions to asktbc@bakersfield.com or to
The Bakersfield Californian, c/o Christine
Bedell, PO. Bin 440, Bakersfield, CA 93302.
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